


SUZUKI RM125X MOTOCROSSER

FLAT-OUT
FULL FLOATER

Better late than never

iming is everything. Johnny Car-
n can ease out a one-liner and
bring chuckles and grins from the audi-
ence. Your Uncle Ernic tells the same
joke, word for word, and everybody
heads off for a fresh beer

Yes, timing is critical in the mosickle
business, too. Especially in the 125
class, where impulse buyers abound.
What's hot and new, sells. Everything
else languishes on the dealers' floors.

Kawasaki came out first. .. their 125
bristling with horsepower. But, alas,
it was air-cooled and the reception was
less than wonderful. Still, because
they did get out carly and had an im-
proved engine, they sold more units
than they would have otherwise. Good
timing.

Yamaha and Honda blitzed the pub-
licamonth later withall-new hardware.
And, as the rumors had predicted,
both were radically changed and water-
cooled to boot.

The baitle was shaping up nicely

up and rushed off to the race tracks.
Perhaps Suzuki tantalized the racing
public so much that it nearly drove
them mad with

Some Ll
a KX, YZ or a CR, while others
hot g ey’ waie tda T it
for the Suzukis. After all, they could
be hot this year. And no 125 racer
wants o be seen on anything but the
hottest equipment,

The patient waited. And waited.
And waited some more. Excuses were
given, Stories fabricated. Delay after
delay. There were those in the industry
who thought that Suzuki might have
committed moto-cide by waiting too
lo

ng.
But, when the first of the RMs hit
the dealers’ floors, they were snapped

Timing? Or just luck?
Was it worth the wait?

If you race on bumpy, rough tracks,
yes. If you compete on mostly easy,
smooth, high-speed tracks, no.

You see, what makes the RM125 a
great bike—instead of justa good bike
hat magical rear suspension. Just
like its big brother, the RM250X, the
125 literally eats the whoops and ruts,
The harder they're hit, the better the
bike works. It feels fike a junior ver-
sion of the RM250 we tested last
month, and, for all practical purposes,
itis.

Blanket statements, right up front

Questioni—Is it as fast as the YZ-
125H?

Answer:—No. Inacorner-to-corner
race, the YZ s a fraction guicker. May

bea length at most. But, it's not slow
Question:—How’s the suspension
compared 1o the YZ?

¢ at therear
and about the samie up front

Question: Which one turns best?

Answer:—Easy, the YZ

Question:— Which one will turn the
fastest lap times?

Answer:— On a rough track, the
RM, riding skill being equal. On a
turning track filled with tight twisties,
probably the YZ. On & smooth, fast
track, the YZ.
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Whyit does what it does
Now that we've given away all
answers instead of making you was

until the end of the test, you ar
a sacred obligation to
these things are.
rend
1t's called a Full Floater, which
Sothing more thana clever narue for

Ungarbled caplanation of this id
rate stuff, please s y
month’s Dirt Bikeand read the RM25

to inform a non-regular reader. Suf-
fice it to say, the Full Floater is a vari-
ahle suspension lever ratio setup that

soft_on the small
e up for bumps that
take the suspension into the deep part
of its stroke.

A single, upright aluminum-bodied
shock is mounted rather far forward
on the massive aluminum alloy swing-
arm and is connected to a rocker by a
pair of rods. According to the Suzuki
people, the shock is compressed from
both ends, rather than being squeezed
from the bottom, as in a conventional
shock. Hence, the floating load yields
the name.

To appreciate the action of the FF
rear end, find a nice, miserable section
of real estate with somegenuine bumps
None of that namby-pamby terrain.
We mean stuff that’ll push your kid-
neys right through the top of your
helmet

Now go out andmakea pass through
this section atareasonablespeed. Then,
hit it again at a slightly increased speed.
Keep it up until fear or common sense
forces you to quit. Because the bike
won’t. As long as that throttle is kept
pegged and the rear wheel is driving,
the Suzuki will suck up any bumps in
its path.

One word of caution: While gou'n
indulging in this controlle ,do
ot back offthe throtti. 1f you do, al
of the good manners of the RM go
right out the window with the dirty
bath water and the dead parakeet. Not
apretty picture, tosay the least.

One can safely call the RM a**power-
on’* handler. When you decide to
come down from speed, as during

reaking for a turn, your weight must
be kept well back—more so than with
other bikes. The front end has a ten-
dency to squat. Not as bad as the RM-
250, but it's st there.




vuinerable area,
problems with occasior

inamuddy, sloppy race, it would pack
with mud.

Forks alive!

While we thought the forks on the
250 were adequate, on the 125 they're
very good units. The 125 is a lighter,
shorter machine, with a bit less travel
than the 250. Because the forks per-
form so well on the 125, it's our guess
that they're not all that far off on the

250,

We'd have to rate the bump-absorb-
ing ability of the forks at least as high
as those on the Yamaha, which has
been our standard of excellence for
1255 so far this year.

‘Werannoair in the forks on our test
bike, but we did raise the oil level
about 15mm over the stock recommen-
dations. But then, our test riders are
heavier than the average 125 rider.
This alone speaks highly of the suspen-
sion on the RM125. If a pair of two-
hundred-pounders can ride and enjoy
the RMI25 in basically stock trim,
thenithas de tup.

Suzuki recommends 10-weight oil in
the forks. Later in the test we tried @ 6-
weight oil and were pleased with the
results. The ability to absorb sharp
bumps was improved dramatically,
even though there was a slight bottom-
ing on the very worst jumps with the
heavier riders aboard. With the lighter
oil, the rebound stroke was a bit
quicker, but as long as we rode the
bike in a thoroughly aggressive man-
ner, this was an advantage. A begin-
ner, or Novice-level rider, might want
tostay with the 10-weight oil

Stuffing, turning, pivots and divots

You might say that the RM125 turns
numbar-—and very rigid. like it takes the bumps: under power,
sy S8 /ORTEIE 5
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or not at all. Try to steer the RM
through a flat corner with the power
partially on, and who knows where the
front end will go? It might move over
few feet, or merely wiggle out enough
10 scare you silly. But, if you nail the
throttle and get that rear wheel driv-
ing, the front end will snap right into
line and go where your body-lean
directs the bike.

Oddly, you can enter that same flat
wn with the power completely
chopped off, and, if your weight is for-
ward, you can do a tidy little pivot
quite nicely, thank you. However, as

soon as the RM is just about through
with the off-power flop-turn, it’s best
to get right back on the power—and
getonit hard!
Driving forces, motivations
and forward motion

Wealready told you that the YZ was
fractionally quicker and ruined the sus-
pense for you. But what kind of power
does the RMI25X produce? Think
back, if you will, to the RM125C bike.
Well, it’s that sort of spread of power,
but a lot more of it everywhere. There
is nothing to speak of at the bottom;
the midrange comes on at a decent
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SUZUKI RMI25X

As we’ve come to expect, the motor
mount bolts on the RMI25X were a bit
small for the holes. This translated
into quite a bit of vibration for such a
small bike. It might be a good idea to
drill outall of the motor mounts slight-
Iy, to the next size up, and slide in
some good-quality American aircraft
fasteners.

Adjusting the preload on the single
shock was grim. The manual recom-
mends that the shock be removed for
the operation, but that’s a 20-minute
job, from start to finish, working at a
brisk pace with nointerruptions.

‘e merely resorted to tapping on
the jam and adjuster nuts with a rod
through the bottom edge of the protec-
tive rubber flap between the tire and
the shock. In short order, we start gar-
ring up the notches, as the adjusters
are made of aluminum.

ll-new hubs are found on the latest
s, withcontar pullsokes. Theforks,
"

bmk-t 'wheel assemblies.

Acallto U.S. Suzuki got us a reason-
able alternative: use a Suzuki steering
head adjusting spanner. It’s long an
supplies enough leverage for the job.
Getting one might not be that casy,
but you can at least bug your local
shop 10 get one. Jeez! Another tool in
the old toolbox.

Bits and pieces

The reservoir for the rear shock is
way up front under the gas tank. It’s
routed past the pipe and engine, and
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on the way forward,
Rebound damping is available by
flipping off a side panel and reaching
in under a black rubber cover on the
10p of the shock. A knob resides there
and has four different positions avail-
able. Number two or three should do
the job for most riders.
(continued on page 66)
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None of our people cared for the old-
fashioned control levers and the stone
age throttle cable routing. One flip-
flop fall will easily break the throttle
guide where it exits the throttle hous-
ing—that's the end of the moto foryou.

A non-folding shift lever comes on
the 125. Tsk, tsk. In zhisday and age?

Plan on taking the arms and pivots
of the Full Floater assembly apart reg-
ularly. Clean and grease all points.
We like Bel-Ray Anti-Seize for this
maintenance.

After a few hours of riding, we cut
aninch off each side of the bars. Much
better. Those bars feel odd at first, but
once you put some time in on the bike,
learn (0 stay forward and relax your
arms, they aren't a half-bad shape.

Keep an eye on the rear sprocket
bolts. Ours took a while to bed in
properly.

1t would be a good idea to try a
Metzeler up front instead of the stock
Bridgestone. The rear tire was okay
while fresh.

Learn Motorcycle Repair
*TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A

Motorcycle Mechamc
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Floater or sinker?

The bottom line: An excellent bike
with the f finest rear suspension in its
clas atch up front for anything
e, 11 work bést on real moLOCrOsS
tracks and absolutely shines in the
rough. How’s it stack up overall
againstall the other 12557

Well, next month we have our an-
nual 125 MX Shootout, and, since we
‘gave yousometidy bits of information
early in this test, you'll just have to
wait until then (o find out who the
King of the Hill s for 1981.

One last thing: There will be more
than the Big Four 125sin our Shootout.
Possible surprises? ]
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